
ly-acquired territory to be finally settled. I wish to leave do

fragments behind for demagogue# end fanatics to fasten apon
between this and the next election. Every day adds to the
difficulty of a satisfactory adjustment of it The debete that
is carried on here is certainly not of a character to calm the

public excitement. It has, with few exceptions, consisted en¬
tirely of vehement appeals to ssctiooal prejudices, of mutual
attacks and recriminations, of invidious compariaons between
the North and the South; and gentlemen have exhausted all
their powers of eloquence to magnify the greatness and glories
of their own States at the expense of others. Even the tri¬

umphs of our arms have been made the subject of angry con¬

troversy, and every State has her champion here, prepared to

vindicate her claims to superior valor.
Sir, who doubts the courage of any portion fff the people of

this country * We are one race.the came blood flows in
our veins { and to question the coursge of any would be to

question the courage of all. Let us, on the field of battle,
emulate each other in deeds of daring.that is a noble and
generous rivalry.but when the battle has been fought and
won, let ua not engage in an ignoble strife for the division
of the spoils and the glory. . .. .

SPEECH OF Mr. TURNEY,
OF TENNESSEE,

o If THE TERRITORIAL quesfj
Is 81JTATE, Tuxsuat, M.i*ch 12, 1850.

The Senate having under consideration the MT^UuUonPresident of the United States transmitting the Cqpatitu

°fM^TURNEY The
which are now under conMderatioo presen^ ^̂
pects. Ever since the con* '

which this Governmentliving was framed, theprinc p po^ equality among thehas been conducted is h P
W]hoaK that equalityStates composing ^Federal by the Con.the con.tituUon could

aQ(1 if it had been adoptedvenUon bywh'chitwaa ^^ Conventu>D, it neverby a majority ofthe me
approved by the respectivewould have been rauto
aovereien capacity. In thatsum, when acting .iw, (ot . polilicl pur-.ass

and in a?por»¦
^ h provision of the constitutionuwUtuUonof

regarded as property, and thedeclares that 68
¦ guarantied by the constitution8&TS2 ««S^nd prUtorsof.it. I

£ i t »hBn under these various provisions of the constituUon
slavery exists in all the Slates and'SJ .» ( th« United States, except in those States where

.by the 8iate constitution orb, State,t . prohtMrf «P"-g w coomJ, th,t ihilFrs'iSni3vssxi

F£~ iiarffS.-raa'as;
w the m«W making po»er ot front any other source,

or implied po««.. Con-
ortiiinlv derives its power from the constitution,JTtaTSSl. for the Territories C.n-

nresa ia bouttd to legislate in accordance »itb the proytatons
of the constitution. If Congress be not bound to act inof the consuiu

constitution in forming
c°n«rc8s might e8Ub,i9hin

^e Territories an order of nobility, an aristocracy, a mon¬archy What is there to prevent*' If the constitution does
not control Congress in the formation of a territorial Govern-control g

establishing of any possiblefofm or^vernment that might be conceived 1 If Congre.[¦ not bound by the constitution in giving government and.wroTeVL-ie*, but baa an unlimitedand
nower then Congress in that view would have the power topower, men »

KOvernment, and when a majority

£tars" "Jsrssft.££*£would establish upon the rums of this republic one great con
r i i»,i ilpgDotic form of government, by which all the

rights, immunities, and privileges secured by the constitution
would be trampled under foot and lost to the people for ever.

Aeain air, if Congress is not bound by the constitution,
in other words, ifthe power to enact in a Territorial bill, orfncon>OT*to i* a Territorial Government the Wilmot proviso in

violation of the constitution, exisU in Congress, where, let
me ask do you find protection for fugitive slaves which may
find their way into the Territoriea ? The provision of the con¬

stitution providing for the delivering up of fugitive slaves ap¬
is-- i _a between the States, and not to the Territories.
Hence Congress, by passing a Territorial bill, with the Wilmot

sr£3JSSrS '-s
STng. On the conuary, the framers of the constitution in-

tended to provide ample means of security for the enjoyment
of this kind of property. If, then, the framcra of the consti¬
tution had believed that Congress would possess any such
power if they h.d not intended that Congress ahould possess
no power over the subject of slavery in the Territories, they
would have made an expreas provision that fugitive slaves es¬

caping into the Territories should always be delivered up asi0Pthe case of the States. But the error, in my ]uJgmem,
consists in gentlemen supposing that the power to g°*ern im¬

plies a power to abolish or deatroy vested1 right, under the
constitution of the country. I hold, sir, that node.-the con¬

stitution of tne United States a man has a vested nght in hisriavel as hia property ; that he has a legal title vested in him
under'and by virtue of the constitution and laws of the coun¬

try ; and that right can be cirried into any P[>r£on °f £United States where not prohibited by thel°calaw
framers of the constitution never intended that Congress
atauld have power to exclude slavery from the Territories or

from the Diatrict in which the General Government shall be
heated and for which Congreaa shall have power to legiala .

The power to govern, then, is a power to protect the ciUzen
in the enjoyment of his rights, in the enjoyment of his pro-
perty in the enjoyment of hi, life, liberty, and pursuit offaSine* - and it ia not a power to abolish or

rights; nor does Congress possess any greater power to destroythtTrighU in the Territories. Then, sir, in no state of the
case where alavery exists, would the Legislature of the Slate
have such power. I presume it will not be contended by any
one that the 8tatea, whose constitutions recognise sla ery,can! by their Legislatures, destroy slavery. It must be done
by convention of the people. It is beyond thewntrolothe
legislative bodies of the country. Their action is entirely
impotent as regards the annihilation of proper y

dTw"'a another argument tbat 1 b..e beard from-on.gentlemen, who contend lhat, although Congress does notJjsseaa the power to enforce the Wilmo: proviso or to exclude
alavery from the Territories, while they deny the power on
the part of Congress-and thus far I agree with t^m-rtill
they hold and mainUin the doctrine that the people of the
Territory possets the power of legialaung for themselves,and that they have the power to legislate on the subject of
alavery and to exclude it from the Territory. This, sir, to
my mind, is a more absurd doctrine than to contend for c

power in Congress itself.
, _ ,Sir, it ia conferring on the people of the Territory a much

larger and greater power than is possessed by the B,ate ov-
emments or by the General Government itself; much larger
and greater power than is possessed by both State and Gene¬
ral Governments combined. This Government cannot ex¬
clude slavery from the Territories ; neither can the State uov-
ernment excludeit from the limita of the State, nor enforce any
law evading the provisions of the constitution in relation to fu¬
gitive slavea. This Government can pass no law in violation
of the provisiona of the constitution ; and yet, sir, it is con¬
tended by those gentlemen that the people of the Territories
have ample power over this subject; that they may legislate
upon it; that they, regardless of the constitution of the uni¬
ted States, which is extended over the Territoriea, can exclude
it. It ia contended that a handful of people in a Territory
possess the power of manumitting fugitive slaves who may
happen to get within the Territory. '

Assuming, then, the principles of tho constitution under
which we live, end which are binding upon every citizen of
the United 8lates, the question recurs to us, who is pro¬ducing all this excitement and disturbance of the harmonyand quiet of the republic ? Who is it that ia responsiblefor the dangers which threaten the stability and integrityof the Union itself ? Upon in<jciring into the causes which
have produced the state of things which now surrounds us,
in the portion of the country of which I am the humble
representative we are not conscious of any wrong on the part
of the South, or that they hsve done any act, or applied to
Congress for the enactment of any law, which is pronounced
on the part of any of the citizens of the Northern States an
encroachment upon their constitutional rights, or as depriving
them of any privileges, or denying to theui a perfect equality
with the Stales and people in the S <uthern section of the
Union. Nay, sir, on the other hand, wtea we ook around
and inquire into some of the causes of ]*^hnow exist, there is no discing opinion; alla^ee, North
and South, with the exception, I
from New York, (Mr. denies the exist^ence of the constitution itself, who repudjate^. at lea* jJl iU
binding force.al! agree that the North has to comply
with the requirements of the constitution ; WJf that
ahe has violated the constitution, to theptejodice anj 8r^t ,n

jury of the Southern States and the Southern perple in rela-
lion to the recovery of fugitive slaves. I maintain ty g
mcnt that what is now sought to fc* done in relatio
Territories is a violation of the rights of the Southarn people,

. pUm .od p«lp»U. to - t>* » »¦.*» »*+
U*eil»w

. | ua ia -rrof in ra-Bo', for the nk« of argument, e^pew i"
lation to the coustructioo I pot opoo tbe

fi|> n.claiming an equality of right *f .1 , ^ UnitedBulling from .h.
Sta'es, obtained by the jo»m Hood and
tiona of the Union.- In the eb*nc# ol
what would the great principle- of equality and Jojkn p^scribe > Could it be .aid, on any P"°f* 2JSJL«-equality, that one sec'ion of*ha.tWo« *"***'JL£2d toeluded, and that the whole domain should be .PP.** .

the exclusive use of another eeeUoo, simp y on
comesnumerical majority » Why, air, th» course ofj»hcy

directly in contact with the advice
^ ^icFather of hi. Conntry, upon taking hie fl««Mlea*J* puWK

station. I refer to the Farewell Addres. of Gen. V^inftoni. o». -u«. >» o-8- rt"ttirlz25,*tTCupon .11, d«««« ">. rfte *
was calculated to produce -actional"ne iHCkeiinp. A& (r.»Mn*
to which he refers would inevitably bo the reeoit o«iwy
tempt to exclude the Southern J,,tbe prosecution of this queetion, whetharth*?
stitutional power or no., a large portion of^«Northern 8tatcs seem to have been "P«« JJJMinto practical operaiion and eflect th*-ir pl"»

rritaM -rSouthern people from any participation "^e^rn'"^quired. Ifpirties are to be divide! by -«*->̂
then, sir, in point of State- as well as in number, of £the North has the msjority. If, therefore, thaycenuQ
among themselves against the 8outh, the uni^ra~""JT^will I* the carrying out of their mea-ure. in

What, then, would be the inevitable con-qu-nco
into practical operation thi» .y«J«n <*_ . J ^7 * ^.
the entire Southern portion of tbo C°?fo^!^li^^which they believe to be constitutional, and gqaranUed to

by the sacred instrument, thus forcing »«-orrs

derogatory to thoif honor, and in v.JaUon oftb«r equaU yaa
citizens of the same great Confederacy
will be forced upon them > I answer toM-*-**
Union. Such oppression on the part of -he N« nh wi

forth that ancient spirit which anirnated the groat lead r oMbe
revolution, and which alao inspired th. *******^ed around him, to re-tat oppre-ion gwator and J"*-.'than was offered to the old "fonieaby the matfwr«*.*.,j*«>
sir, the Southern State- would bo found re-iaUnc
like true descendants of their revolutionary
upon maintaining their right, under the con-itodor.
And who. Mr. Pre-ident, would be ff» JEsequences' What is the tmon ' Wbatcreates i. Wha
holds it together ? It U, sir, the constitution ofjhe I wtod
States; and without that sacred Instrument there *ouW ".

no Union. Violate and trample on that aacred instruaaent
and you have broken the Union. All of our M"**"
guarantied within the constitution, and one of them to ne

right of property. For the South to -ubmit to usurpation,
allowing themselves to be conaidered a» inferior being- to the
majority who deprive them of thoir con*.tationJ right., 01
their liberties, and of their privileges, is to say that th»yi«
prepared t > become the .lave, of one action of the Ulon,whS may usurp power over them. But they are not
prepared. The inevitable consequence would bo reawUnee.
Resistance would be equivalent to a dissolution of the L mon i
and whether that dissolution is to take place or not, d-penda,
in my judgment, upon the union of the Psorthern State.
themselveo in their action upon the great and monientoua

question now under consideration Can that union beafoct-
ed > It is sometimes said that there is no alarming difficul¬
ty : that the South will not resist, but will -ubm:t to all
these outrages upon their rights constitutionally guarrantied ?
It was said by the Senator from Maine, the other day, that
the South were not earnest in their declarations; that the
Senators from Southern States labored here and elawhere for
objects and purposes manifestly at variance with the profes-
.ions made in their speeches. He thus, attributed to them
dishonorable motives, if not dishonest mciives. The Senator
from New York gave us an argument of precisely the same

character on yesterday. Politicians of this character, Mr.
President, live upon this species of excitement, and not upon
any peculiar merit or moral worth. For years gone by, wben
there was no danger ofa dissolution, excitementofthis character
was fos'.ered by these fanatics in the Northern Slates ; and
this has been the course of the leading men of both the whig
and democratic parties there ; they have both been vietng with
each other to obtain the vo^es of the abolitionists at their sev-

eral elections. This was the ease when there was no danger
of disturbance, when the country was quiet and easy ; and if
these gentlemen can mislead the minds of the people of the
North, if they can conceal tho dangers of dissolution on ac¬

count of their own acts, and if they can progress and carry
into practical operation the sermons which have been preached
by them for years past with a view of acquiring political pop¬
ularity, why then the Union would really be tn danger.
But we have also heard the argument! of Senators earnest¬

ly desiring to effect a reasonable compromise on this great
question. And these arguments have not underrated the im¬

portance of the present crisis. No, sir. We have heard the
most distinguished and patriotic men of the nation.1 am

proud to say trom both sections of the Union.who have
scorned to attempt to acquire popularity by any such means

as this. They have been warmed up to a sense of the exist¬
ing danger. And the distinguished 8enator from Massachu¬
setts but the other day showed that he bad become sensible
that the Union was, in point of fact, in danger, by reason of
the differences between the two sections; and, altnougb he
disagreed from me as to what the constitutional guaranties
are yet, for the sake of the Union, for the sake of harmony,
and to perpetuate the liberties of a republic achieved by our

forefathers, and sustained hitherto by his heart and hand, he
has acquiesced in a reasonable mode of adjusting the question.
Yes, sir, we find that there is patriotism in the ^North and
patriotism in the South. This patriotism of the North and of
the 8outh will inevitably unite. Those gentlemen who con¬

tend that there is no danger, and are desirous of keeping up
these fanatical feelings in the North, well know that there is

a large portion of patriotism in the North ; anil the moment
that the people of the North discover that they are false pro¬
phets, playing upon their credulity, and governed by selfish
and ambitious motives alone, not motives of patriotism, and
discover that tbe Union is in point of fact in danger, they will
rally to the constitution w&ey will rally to the Union, casting
out from among them forever those politicians who have thus
misled them. These politicians will fall. From the evidence
now before me.from the tenor of the speech delivered by the
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, and from the cha¬
racter of the speeches of other eminent Senators.I am fully
of opinion that the North cannot entirely unite. If, however,
the South generally would unite for self-defence, for self-pre¬
servation, then I would say that, in any event there was no

danger to be appiehended to the South. If the outh could
be made to rally and to unite upon the great principle of self-
defence and self-preservation, no matter if there were no con¬stitutional rights in jeopardy, there would be no fear. The
very fact of her presenting such a united front would at once

manifest to the entire North that disastrous consequences
would inevitably result from any attempts at oppression. And,
whenever that fact shall be demonstr ited to the North, I have
an abiding confidence that will provo the effectual settlement
of the question, and preserve the Ui ion, although it may be
at the sacri6ce of certain politicians.

But, Mr. President, unfortunately the Sou'h is not entire¬

ly united, though I rejoice that they are very nearly so, and
1 maintain a strong hope that it will be entirely so whenever
the emergency for actio:i shall arrive. But they are not suf¬
ficiently united at the present time to put an end to all cavil,
and place the matter beyond doubt. I would like to see an

unbroken phalanx.a unanimity of feeling among all the
Southern States, and a determined and-fiied resolution and
purpose to maintain their rights; for, if ihat purpose were

communicated, spoken, made public to all parts of the Uoion,
the danger might be discovetcd, and the patriotism of the
country of every section rallied to rescue the Union from de¬
struction. I regret the want of entire unanimity among
the Southern States. I regret that there are some (though
very few, I am gratified to siy) who concur in admitting
the constitutional power of Congress to enforce the W llmot
proviso, and who do not think it a cause of offence to the
South, although there is no equivalent made to the Soutn
for it This class of Southern men, in my judgment, do
more harm than all tbe fanatics of the North. 8ir, you will
find that these gentlemen ofthe North are catching at the decla¬
rations of this class of Sou hem men, and presenting them to
the Northern section ofthe country as an evidence of Southern
opinion, and that they would tamely and cowardly submit to
any system of legislation which the North might think pro¬
per to enforce upon them ; thus not only giving aid and com¬

fort to the Northern fana'ic*, but, as it were, persuading them
to go on and continue to r.rpetuate and perpetrate ibeir out¬

rages on the rights of the South. The perpetration of these
outrages is, in my opinion, equivalent to a dissolution of the
Union ; it is either the dssolution of the Union, ontjs the
degradation, disgrace, and rUin of the Southern people.
This class ofpopulation.I mean both the Southern men who
hold these doctrines, and the Northern fanatic^ abohtioni.ts,
free -oilers, Wilmot provisoists, and all of that kindied stamp
of population.I hold to be false to the constitution of the
UniteJ 8tstes. They sre fal«* to the Union. They are

false to the g-eat mass of the American people. .J.'1"®1say they are false to themselves, for they way esir

solution of the Union.
. , .

It is said, again, by the Senator from Maine.I de not use

hi- precise language.that they bad once in bis «c«ion of the
country a c!ss« of population desirous of dissolving the Umonj
and those who now entertain that policy must e*pec o

recorded in the same page of history wiih the mem '^suppose he alluded to them.of the proposed Nashville Oon-

ven'ion, to sit in June next; snd he attempted, as inter, o

compare it to the Hartford Convention, held a number <<

years ago for the purpose of taking sides with the British (.«o-
vernment, which wasiben engaged in a war with this Govern¬
ment, thus going against their own country. I he avowed
purpose of the Convention was to take sides with the British
Government, and, perhaps, to effect a secession from tbe
American Union. Sir, there is no such thing intended
in tha Nashville Convention. Has there any thing been

intimated from which aucb an inference could be drawn
Why, twelve month* ago it wu predicated of a Southern
meeting, called among the member* of Congree*, that it wa*
. Hartford Couvention meeting, and that charge wa* used
to destroy whatever effect might be intended by the address.
Tha'cry of " mad dog," a* it were, waaraiaed, and Hartford
Convention, and other such hard, harsh name* were u»ed.
What ia the object and purport of the Nashville Convention
Why, the Southern members, in their addre** to the Southern
people, represented the agression*, real and proposed, °^"eNorthern States, and gave a statement of the plana which
tbet piopoaed to carry into operation. That address ar.»ti*»i
the people of the Southern State*. They have had their pri¬
mary meetings, and they have spoken out through the kgis-
|alive bodies of Mississippi, and luggested the propriety ot
calling a Southern Convention to sit at Nashville. For the

purpose of dissolving the Union ! No, sir. The man who
pretend', who insinuates such an ides, desires to make the

public believe a falsehood ; for be cannot believe it nimeei .

The object of this Convention has been revealed : it is to
aaaemble for the purpose of mutual conciliation and advice,
and to settle on some plan of operation.of resistance to the
aggressions upon ihe rights secured to them by the constitu¬
tion of the cour.try. They do not meet for the puT**® °»

dissolving this and forming another Confederacy. The far¬
thest they would go at the conclusion of their deliberations,
would be to submit a series of reaolution*, or an address, to
the Southern people ; or frame a remonstrance to present to
this body, setting lorth what would be the inevitable conse¬

quences of certain act* threatened to be passed by Congress.
They aeek to desUoy the merits of thi* Convention by ******
ing that it i* a Convention gotten up for the purpose of uis-

eolving the Union i making the charge in the absence of a

proof i making it, indeed, againat proof, and where they
know it to be false*

.

The great object of this Convention is to devise ways and
means for the preservation of this Union.as was the object
of the great Southern met ting in this chamber aome month*
.o tnj pr*eiv* their constitutional rights, without which
they care nothing for the Union. They will not submit te a

onion characterised by uaurpation ; they will only submit to
a union baasd upon the provision* of the constitution. I hey
ding to the Union given tbwn by those who formed the consti¬
tution.the greatest among whom was General Washington.
The? stand by the Union. That I understand to be the posi¬
tion of Um Month, and It i* resistance to usurped power tfmt
will alone produce a di-olution. Sir, if the* usurpations
are earned oat, the great work ia done.the bonds of the
Unfoo are broken down, violated, trampled under foot, by the
people of tha North by their aggression*. This agitation,
air will have tha effect of remodelling political parties,*iore
rrpecial'y in tha North. It muat inevitably rally as a party
io U» North all the patriotism of that «erion
try, under one banner, the banner of tha Union.whethertfiv were heietofore Whig* or Democrale. The Union
is now in danger from the operation of a particular party£Xe of politicians, and a knowledge of thU fact.must
inevhaWy rally the friend, of the conetituUon under the flag
at the Union for the maintenance and the security of the coun¬
try. It is in that direction, sir, that we are to look * for the
South will sta id forth aeone man, prepared to co-operato with
and act in fovor of that party in the North which
the constitution. It etands up for the I nton. It becomes a

conservative and Union party in this country, and1 will there¬
fore receive the aopport of the entire South. I here 7 ^ ^another party in tha Narh. That party now ensts, with pur-
poM. and limit- prweribed and ita objects avowed and pro¬
claimed. It is the Abolition party-the Free-Soil party-the
Wilmot party-for all of that politick stamp will uDjlejnoneparty. These, a* a matter ol coorae, will unite ill of those
who do not prefer the Union to their hetesy; they will rally un¬
der the ftag of di-union, and with that party « those that prefer
power and disunion will rally nnder the flag of the aboltUon-
is»s.under Garrison and others who advocate the dissolution
of the Union.

. ... .

Wa find, Mr. President, looking at the publication*, the
pamphlets, and the teports issued from the Convention* he d
by these various parlies in the North, that they avow their ob-
iect, at least one grand object, to be that of disunion»and tbey
assign reasons consistent with their own honesty. They ssy,
sir, that the Conatitution of the United States authorizes sis-
very throughout the entire land. Tbey take the broad ground to

which I have alluded, that, under the Constitution of the
United States, slavery exists every where in the States, and
that slavery is even in Massachusetts, under the clause in re¬

lation to fugitive clavee. They say they cannot co-operate
with any part of the work under tbi* constituUon ; they must
go outside of it, and behind it. They would overthrow it, put
it down and prostrate it; weaken it, ruin it, and dissolve the
Union. Not like the Senator who yesterday argued that, al¬
though it i* constitutional, and although the Supreme Court has
recognised it to be constitutional, and although he ha* taken a

solemn oath to support the constitution, yet, on account of a

higher law, which he ha* received somehow from God, he i*

absolved from the obligations of his oath, to disregard the
constitution itself, cast it aside, and violate and break the bon s

which hold these States together. No, sir; he does not seem

to possess that sense of moral propriety, that sense of .°r*'
responsibility to the Supreme Beir.g that is possessed and ad¬
vocated by Garrison and others of his political school. lbo>
say they cannot work under the constitution, while the Sena¬
tor can lake the constitution, acknowledge its provisions, and
acknowledge that he has taken a solemn oath to support it to
the letter, and yet he declares he is not bound bv it.

Well, sir, in pursuing this question a little further, let us
examine and see how parties stand at the North, and of whom
they are composed. I have some few documents which 1 pro¬
pose to read in relation to this subject. And, fir*t of all, I
propose to read the constitution of this psrty, for they have, it
seem-, adopted one. I will send it to the Secretary, and ask
him to read it for me.

# .

The Secretirt read from the Constitution of the Aboli*
tion party, as follows :

.

«. Preamble..Whereas the Declaration of American Inde¬
pendence asserts that it is a self-evident truth 1"that jjlmenare created equal, and that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights ; that among these ^ life, ib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness and Whereas this political
axiom is based upon the Holy Scriptures which dealare that
God " hath made ofone blood all nations ofmen, to dwell on all
the face of tha earth;" and whereas nearly three million* of
the people of this country arc held in slavery by their fellow-
countrymen ; and whereas the practice ot buying and selling
human beings prevails to an alarming extent ? and whereas
every man, irrespective of color, is entitled to equality ofrights
on the soil of his birth and residence ; and whereas the preju¬dice airainst color which exists in this country is sinful in the
sight of God, and should be immediately repented of, and
whereas no scheme of expatriation should be countenanced br
any friend of man or God ; and whereas we owe it to the op¬
pressed, to oppressors, to our country, to the world, ana to
Gon, to do all that is right and lawfully in our power to bring
about the extinction of slavery and the slave trade, we do
hereby agree, with a prayerful reliance on the Divine aid,^ to
form ourselves into a Society, to be governed b) the following
Constitution:

. .« Art. 1. The name of this Association shall be the Ameri¬
ca* avii Foreign Akti-Slaveri Societi.

.. Art. 2. The objects of'this Society shall be the entire ex¬
tinction-of slavery and the slave trade, and equal security, pro¬
tection, and improvement of the people ot color.

They have declared, we find by this constituti n, that they
intend to abolish slavery throughout the entire nation, and
throughout the entire world. Thia Society is cornposed not

merely of Americans, but of Americans and foreigners, as I
shall be able to show before I have done; and it is the inter-
ference of foreign thrones, foreign crowned heads, in aiding
in the organization of a party which is to bccome the disunion
party in the Northern portions of the States.
We find there.what ? Tbey propose to abolish slavery,

and to place the slaves on an equality with the whites in the
States where they reside. They are to be confined to the
Southern States after they have been ernsncipateJ, and sltve-
ry shall have been abolished. They are to be placed on an

equality with the white* ; to be eligible to all the offices of the
country.eligible to seats in thi* chamber, to become the
judges, governors, members of Congress of the State*. And
is it possible to suppose for a moment that the Southern peo¬
ple are !o submit to such degradation and to each utter ruin >

Why, sir, they would be forced to abandon their coun'iy ;
they would be forced to give it up entirely to the black popu¬
lation. First robbed of their property in slaves, they would
then be robbed of their home*, *nd fo'ced to flee ; for the two
races cannot harmoniously live together on a basis of equality.
This, «ir, never could and never would be submitted toon Ihe
part of the South. But, having read ihe constitution of this
party, I propose now to read a part of the proceedings of their
Convention :

.. Resolved, That, while we would express our deep
gratitude to all those earnest men and women who find time
and strength, amid their labors in behalf of British reform, to

study, understand, and protest against American slavery, to
give us their sympathy and aid, by munificent contribution*,
and by holding our Union up to the contempt oj Europe, we
feel that it would not be invidious to mention william and
Mary Howitt, llenry Vincent, and George Thompson, as those
to whose untiring advocacy our cause is especially indebted in

this country, as well as lor the hold it Was gained on the hearts
of the British people. .. . ,.. Resolved, That ihe discriminating sense of justice, the
steadfast devotedness, the generous munificence, the untiring
7.eal, the industry, skill, taste, and genius with which British
abolitionists have oo-operated whh us for the extinction o

slavery, command our gratitude." "

.'From the abolitionist* of England, Scotland, and Ireland
we havereeeived renewed and increasing assurances andIproots
of iheir constant and enlightened zeal in behalf of the Ameri¬
can slave. « . liberal gifts of all these countries, falling
behind none oj the most bounteous oj former years, helped to
fill the scanty treasury of the tlax<e.

..Just at this point of time, and when affairs are in this
posture, the Free-Soil party appears and claims the support
of the abolitionists by virtue ot its superior anU-*lavery pre¬tensions. Its pretensions are specious, anil in fact include
about all that a political party, intending to maintain good
faith towards the constitution, should oner. It propose* to
fo"bid the extension of slavery in the newly-stolen territories,
to ai.oliah it wherever the institution will permit, and to con¬
fine it to its present constitutional and territorial I'"*"1'* * "me

was when 'he abolitionists would have been thankful tor thus
much an<l when, for maintaining thu* much, tfcey were mob- .

bed and hunted, whipped and shot, a price *et upon their

beads, their mom east Ml M evil, and they pseaeielat hM
strange ei tie*. But tiwir l«m and hnrdeaperse** hMMm>
cd to " something a( prophcticM ¦¦
ncrceive that what would hnve wtie6«4 Asm I* &**r mf\<m
iguoranc - fails very short of whM th« mkhii) mmM"
mands. They can take no pert » . »MehmM>
plate* the recognition ot the l«|»l relaUoo of «m»« mm! il»»t
any where within the uuiverae ot God. TUey spuru Mi Hp
upon the doetrine that any compact cm be binding which .<*»-
ditiom lor the return of a fugitive in# the Itcu « .awary, awd
for the forcible suppression of an attempt on the part of the
slaves to vindicate their r ghts lij *aa apuMl to awns and the
God ol" battles." Their sense of personal honor lorh.ds ihraa
to swear to support such a aosnpaat, either perMMlty or hf
proxy, for the purpose of exerting political pow«r, even tor
the slave, with the intention of performing it, much tuore with
the intention uf breaking it."
Now, sir, this connects itaelf directly with foreign G >vem¬

inent*, acd with foreign Powers; and shows the alliance, not
that the movement is on the part of a portion of the Ameri¬
can people alone, Cor the purpoM of governing and control¬
ling the policy of the United (States, but that there is ac> opera¬
tion of foreigners with this clasa of people. In other words,
this class of people have become the mere instruments in the
hands of foreign Powers for the purpose of effecting-.that
which they themselves could never effect.a dissolution of
this Union. Now, sir, in connexion wi'h this matter, 1 pro-
poM to read a statement made by the honorable Senator from
South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoub,) and I do it merely for the
purpose of showing still more clearly the connexion of 'hi*
party of abolitionists with a foreign Power. It is m follows :
" Now, sir, I come to Texas. PerLaps no gentleman had

had more to do with the acquisition of Texas than my selli,
and I aver that I would have been amonr the very last inui.
viduals in the United States to have maae any movement at
th«t time towards the acquiaition of Texaa ; and 1 go turtntr
and say, if 1 know myself, I was incapable of acquiring any
territon", simply on the ground that it was to b~ slave terri¬
tory. No, sir, a very different motive actuated me. 1 anew
at a very early period that the British Government had given
encouragement to the abolitioniats who were represented in
the World's Convention. The question of abolition wsa agi¬
tated in that Convention ; and one gentleman stated tliat Mr.
Adams informed him that, if the British Government ehose Joabolish slavery in the United States, they must commence in
Texss. A committee from the World's Convention was sent
to the Secretary of Slate. It so happened that this very geu-
tleraan was present when the intercourse took place between
Lord Aberdeen and that committee, and he gave him a full ac¬
count of it shortly after that occurrence, stating that Lord
Aberdeen fell into the project to give encouragement to the
abolitionis's."
Now, Mr. President, in this connexion, I propoie to show,

also, from their own declarations, how this perty propose to
organize and effect their object of disunion. I will therefore
send a farther portion of the proceedings of this society to the
chair t<j be read :
" T/ieday of prophecy is passed ; that of fulfilment is come.

For l«ng years the abolitionists have been looking forward to
the state of things which is now beginning to develop 'tself.
Thet have always known that the effect ot their labors would
at la* be seen in the disturbance of the political elements, and
the leconsti uction of the political parties. They have seen

and said, for long time past, that there were no principles on
wlijch parties could divide at this day,in this country, except¬
ing slavery and anti-slavery. * " * *

.,". A public sentiment has been slowly and with difficulty
created by the operation of anti-slavery papers, meetings, and
lectures, which reaches many who know not where the influ¬
ences which they feel went forth, and which is now beginning
to be seen in Congress, in State Legislatures, and above all, in

the disorganization which is at work in the old political par-
tiet These are things to make the hearts of aboUtiomsta re

joice. It is not the end, but it is the beginning of the end.
'..... The pirty, yet to be, which is to be, which is

to do this work, will be technically a Northern, or free State
bartu. Its object will be, by the action of the free States
alone, outside of the constitution, to free themselves and the
slaves from their guilty support of the system of slavery,
while acting under the constitution. 'I his party will agitate
within the free States for the formation of a new confederation
of States that ahall have no part nor lot in the support ot sla¬
very, and shall be free from its despotic sway. It will go for a

new constitution, for a Union of freemen, free from the insidi¬
ous element of tyranny, disguised in compromise. Its objectwill be the foundation and edifying of a true republic, where
the people will choose their own magistrates, and make their
own laws, and not merely register the edicts ot a ruthless aris¬

tocracy, deriving its hereditary and prescriptive privileges
Irom ownership in human beings. .

«» This will he a movement which can be curried on in gooa
faith and above board, and one in which all can unite who hate
slavery for the blacks and subserviency for themselves. W e

believe great multitudes are ready for this movement now, as

soon aa it takeaa political sliape. We are sure that the expe¬
rience of the Free-Soil party will show multitudes more, that
this is their only hope for a national existence and Government
consistent with self-respect and their own rights.
Now it iaceitainly due to the honorable Senator from New

York to concede to him the position of leader of this party,
and in fact I think he has gone further than any other man
on this subject. He disregards the constitution, and labors to

accomplish his object in direct violation of it, to an extent
which is not avowed or assumed by any of his friends outside
of this hall. Here, sir, in oider that I may not be charged
with doing him injustice, I propose to read a short extract
from one of his speeches. I asserted that he disregarded the
binding force of the constitution, and considered it to be a

dead letter; and what does he say in his speech ? I will read :

Extractfrom a speech of Mr. Seward, of New York.
.* Wherein do the strength and security of slavery lieJ You

answer, that they lie in the Constitution of the United States,
and the constitution and laws of the slaveholding States. Not
at all. It is in the erroneous sentiment of the American peo¬
ple. Constitutions and laws can no more rise above the virtue
of the people than the limpid stream can rise above its native
spring. Inculcate the love offreedom and equal rights of man
under the paternal roof. See to it that they are taught in the
schools and in the churches. Reform your own code. Lx-
tend a cordial welcome to the fugitive who lays his weary
limbs at your door, and defeud him as you would your pater¬
nal gods. Correct vour own error, that slavery has any con¬
stitutional guaranty, which may not be released and ought not
to lie relinquished. Say to slavery, when it shows its bond
and demands the pound of flesh, that if it draws one drop, its
life shall pay the lorfeiL Inculcate that tree States can main¬
tain the rights of hospitality and humanity ; that Executive au¬

thority can forbear to favor slavery."
It will be remembered, in this connexion, that the Senator

from New York was once Governor of that State, and that,
while filling that station, a demand was made upon bim for
the delivering up of a fugitive Irom justice, charged with
having stolen a slave from Virginia, and he refused to deliver
him up upon the doctrine contained in this speech.that there
could be no crime committed, no larceny perpetrated in

the stealing of a slave. He practised on the doctrine held
forth here ; and I suppoee he is ready also to 6arry out his
other principle, that if a fugitive slave comes to his country
pursued by his master, with the intent of seizing him as his
slave his life should pay the forfeit, and the Senator would
be readv to follow him with a " riot" for the preservation of
the slave, even at the cost of the life of the owner, rhese,
air, are the sentiments held by the Senator, and it ts the sen¬

timent of those who co operate with England and other foreign
Powers in their deaign to put down this Union. The Senator
snesks of this Union.yes, sir, he professes to be fond of this
Union.to be a Union man.and yet we sec him avowing
his disregatd of every obligation contained in the constituUon
which creates this Union 1 Asking his people to disregard
and to violate their solemn oaths to carry out their fanatical
pU'poees and view*, in the aame breath he api«als to the
Union!

, . ,. .

Sir, ihiscry of Union, this glorification o£the Union, was

for the purpose of misleading his people. It would not do
for the Senator to come forward and a«ow openly bis ulti¬
mate object, and his willingness to dissolve the Union ; for in

that case the constituency who elected, and who were ae-

Mived and misled by him, would at once have left htm.
Doubtless there are many who are friends and supporters of
his who would abandon him the moment they ascertained he
was leading them to perfect the dissolution of the Union.
Such is the position of the Senator, and such are the cir¬

cumstances under which he declares bis devotion to the
Union. In the courM of this speech he goes on to insist that
Congress hM the power to abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia. If they have power to abolish it in the District, as

I remarked before, they have power to abolish it in the States.
But what would be the re»ult of such abolition The

District would at oner become the harbor for all the fugitive
slaves fiom Virginia and Marylard. The provision of the
constitution in relation »othe rendition of fugitive slaves has
no oi-eration in this District, and the moment slavery is abol¬
ished here, that moment does the fugitive slave from ^ irginia
and Maryland become free when he reach* here. Now who
believe* the framers of this constitution intended any snch
thing } Whe will not be satisfied from this fact, that they
intended that under the constitution Congress should have no

power to sbolish slavery in this District, or to interfere at all
in regard to it, except to protect it here.
The Senator cont-nd* also that Congress may abolish sla¬

very in the Territories. Why, sir. if they can do that, why
doM he not oppoM the admt«<uonof California until Congress
has imposed a territorial government with the W ilmot proviso
up in them *

The Senator assumed the doctrine in his speech yester¬
day that the great quMtion now under discussion was lie
gradual abolition of slavery thicughout the Union ; or the
perpetuation of slavery or a d'ssolution'of (lie Union, i cs, sr,
and he advocates and declares that his ohjec'. is to attain lie
abolition of slavery by confining it to the Stages in whic!i it i«
now limited, and by permitting it to go nowhere els**, aid
thereby to enforce emancipation « and, if this should fail, te
spoke of the aworJ accomplishing this great object. 1

propose to read an extract from the Farewell AJOress of Wmb*
ington, for I think he describes ihe Senator from New l ork
far better than I can, and I deaire to do him full justice :
" In eontemplating theoauses which may disturb our

it occurs as ma: ter of serii.u* coucern that any groeed "'"V"*have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical
discriminations.Northern and Southern, Atlantic and est-
ern.whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief
that there is a real mfference of local interests and vie* a.
One of the expedients of psrty to acoulre influence within
particular diatricts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims <>

other districts. You cannot ahiel l yourselvea too roue i

against the jealousies aud heart-burnings which spring trom

,We.Tbtytoi* toreodar alien to each
.iter tkM wfce tugbt to k* bwutd together by fnurwl

be .eye, m another pert:
wbtoim or associations ot the above de-

MWf now Mid tlkrn answer popular enda, they orelikrlsViii the oouree of ti«e end things to become potent en-mmL bj luttntwf. aaabitioua, and unprincipled menTill be «s»bM to »u')vert be power of the people, and to
uiurp tor lhe«i*el*ea the reioa of Government ; destroying,
aherwarda, ib« very enftuel which bad lifted them to unjust

'^Toward. u.cwrvaiion of your Government, and the
iH-rnunenev of ioor present happy Itate, it is requisite, not£ly that y«»u alradily dtaooootenanoe irregular oppoainona to
it. '.eknowMgt*! a-Hhority, but alao that you reaiat with «*re
the apirit of innovation upon ita^prinelplea, however specious
^ "^Without looking forward to an extremity of this .^'nd»
f which, nescrtheleaa, ought not to be eutirely out of «ght,)
the common aw! continual roiachiefs of the apirit of party are
kutticiriit to make it the inUre»l and duty of a wiae people to

*GSXSS5XZ~* .k. poklie «»f~-
Lie the public administration. It agitates the: community with
ill fuanii I jealousies and Ulae alarm* » kiudles the *nimo*it\
of one part against another; foments, occasionally, riot and
insurrection/it opei.s vhe door to foreign influence and cor¬

ruption, which And a lacilitated access to the Governmentit*If. through the channel, ot pnrly passion. Thoatbe
|K*licy and tlie will of one country are subjected to the policy
and will ot another."

Here we ftod the principle upoo which the South *cU.-
the d« termination t> resist theee invasions upon the constitu-
ii«n and upon our r ghta. And doea any body doubt what
General Washington meant by the term rt*ittanc>.resist-
ance to infractions of the constitution and our constitutional
rights * Would any men in this day doubt what was meant
by General Washington ) He did not mean reatstailce by
¦nirtir and Votea here alone. He meant the resistance to
be effectual, thet which will preserve and perpe'uate those
rights.in a word, he meant the resistance which he offered
Great Britain, and to her oppresaion of the colonies. 1 hat
is the species of resistance which he meant, and which is here
referred to.

Agein, sir, he addreeaes us :
.. But let there be no change by usurpation } for though this

in one instance may be tlie instrument of good, it is thecus-
tomary weapon by whieh free Governments are destroyed.

Here, sir, he ha* cast a stigma upon the conduct of theee
very people to whom I have referred. He »pe*ks of iheir
co-operation with a foreign Power, of the baneful influences of
theee foreigners acting upon our Government, and predicts, as
their reeult and consequence, if not guarded against, our
downfall and overthrow. What now are the open declarations
and avowals of the disunion party el thelSorth They bind
themselves together for the very purposes against the influence
of which we are warned by this adixesa. And, what renders it
mo ie melancholy, is the fact that a man who was once the
President of the United 8tates has made the first move, and
been the first candidate of that sectional perty for the Fresi-
dency. Yes, sir, no other msn than Mr. Van Buren is now
fanning this flame, that is to dissolve this Union and rend iU
bonds aseunder, in order to elevate himself into power. A
man who was once honored by the American pe; pie, and who
has filled the highest station in their gift, having been detested
in bis hopes of a second election, and of a third nomination,
because he was inimical to an important national measure,
has united himself and his destinies with this party, governed
by British abolitionists, by crowned heads abroad, and by
avowed disunionists. He has placed himself at their head,
sir, in order to get into power by producing the destruction
and ruin of this nation. I sincerely hope every attempt
of every demigouge, every hollow-hearted and unprincipled
man, mav meet the same fate that Martin Van Buren met at
ihe last Presidential election. But for the fact that we are

confederated, it would never be communicated to posterity
that he ever was a candidate in 1848. 8ir, he did not re¬

ceive a single electoral vote, and I hope he did not receive a

majority in any county, or even of any precinct in the United
States. The (act, however, ought to be handed down to pos¬
terity. This Martin Van Buren was the successor of Andrew
Jackson in the Presidency, and stood by his side when the
old chief read his farewell address to the American people, em¬

bodying the scntimen s contained in that of W ashington, and
hypocritically pretended to approve of every word and every
sentiment it contained > So far as Martin Van Buren and his
followers are concerned, I have no regret at parting with
them ; but, on the contrary, I am glad that he has ur.masked
himself to the American people in time for the Democracy
whom he has so vilely swindled to be able to communicate to
him before he leaves this world the opinion they entertain of
him now. For myself I take back every vote I have given for
him, and I hope God will foigive me and my country wil
forgive me for every word I have ever u'tered in his praise and
in his defence.

I propose to read another extract from the Address ol Uen.
Washington. This suggests to me the fact that yesterday
morning the Senator from New York (Mr. Dickinson) of¬
fered a petition here praying Congress to have printed
a large number of copies of the Constitution of the United
States, together with Washington's Farewell Address, for dis¬
tribution throughout the country. I think it is a very sen¬
sible move on the part of his constituents, and, sir, I hope
Congress will carry out the idea, with a single addition, and
that is, to include the Farewell Address of Gen. Jackson in
the publication. To show, sir, with what importance Gen.
Washington regarded a strict adherence to the constitution,
I read the following from his Farewell Address :
» But let there be no change by usurpation {for though this

in one instance may be the inatrument of good, it is the cus¬

tomary weapon by which free Governments are destroyed.
ii Let there be no change by usurpation, even though good

may result from it." Yes, sir; and as such a usurpation
would I regard the admission of California, us well as every
other constitutional question involved in this debate.

Having gone through with Gen. Washington, I propose to
read a few extracts now from Gen. Jackson, to show ho
these distinguished men agree in opinion on this sutyect.
" Anneals, too, are constantly made to sectional interests,

in order^o Sfluence the election of the Chief Mag.atrate, a. if
it were desired that he ahould favor a particular quarter ot the
country, instead of fulfilling the dutieaof h.ssUt.onw.thim-
p*dial justice to all; and the possible dissolution of the Un onLs at length become an ordinary and familiar subject of dis¬
cussion. Has the warning voice of Washington been foi^ot-ten ' or have designs already been formed to sever the Union

m m. . . Mutual suspicion and re-
i,roaches may in time create mutual hostility, and artful and
designing men will always be found who are ready to foment
these fatal divisions, and to inflame the natural jealousies of
different sections of the country. The history ot the world is
full of such examples, and especially republics.

Yea, sir, we find such designing men among us now.de¬
signing men who are willing to take advantage of aectional
differences.and I am willing to extend the application of the
address to the Senator from New York, and all others of that
stamp of political character, whether known as free-soil men,
Wilmot proviso men, anti-slavery men, or anti-slavery ex¬
tension men. They all seek to use the power of the Govern¬
ment to accomplish their private will, regardless of the con¬
stitution and ita obligati -ns. Nor am I willing to concede to
I hem all the philanthropical feeling they profess to have on
the subject, for I think most of this thing at the present day is

political, used by politicians for their own purpose, and that
it is not the deep-rooted sentiment of the Northern P«0Ple-
Sir, the Northern people love the Union, and although they
may not be the advocates of slavery, yet they are not prepared
to dissolve the Union in order to rid themselves of what may
be said to be a stain on their part in permitting its existence in
another section of the Union. Far from it. ut,*'r';would judge from the position assumed !>y the Senator fioin
New York that he would consider Washington, if nowaliw,
as no fit associate for him, for he revered this constitution
which the Senator proposes to trample under foot. One
would suppose also that General Jackson, if he
ing, would not be his equal either; yet he, although he ha
nothing to do with the formation of the constitution, had
much to do in giving it a construction, and in maintaining
and supporting it with a view to perpetuate forever the
Union, and the blessings, privileges, rights, and guaran¬
tic a secured by the constitution iteelf. Neither of these
distinguished patriots ever desired the perpetuation of any
Union founded in a usurpation of the constitution. h >
abhorred it. They admonished those who were to come
after them against it, and they advised them to ^jj*constitution as it is, and not commit a violation of it eve

though a good might result from it. Bu , s:r, l wil pr ceed
to read another extract from the address of Gen. Jackson: j«. It ia true that cases may be imagined disclosing such a
settled purpose of usurpation and oppresuon, on the part otJhe Government, a. would justify an appeal to arms These, j
however, are extreme cases, which we have no reason to ap-
nrehend in a Government where power is in the hands of a pu-
triotic people ; aud no citizen who loves his country would, in

any case whatever, resort to forcible resistance, unless he
clearly saw thai the time had come when a lreeman should
prefer death to submission."

tYes, sir, "as would justify an appeal to arms. What is
he specking of, but these section »l divisions and sectional
r gNow, sir, this very thing is upon us which Gen. Jackson
thought at that time never would come, because a# he thought
the patriotism of the people would condemn the politicians
who brought it about. Yet I agree with him in his opinion.
1 concur with him in sentiment even in relation to the people
of the North. And, sir, that people, if not misled by dema¬
gogues, by designing, cunning, ambitious and unjnncipled
men, as described by Gc leral Washington, who are atiiung
their own aggrandizement and are willing to sink the country
for that aggrandizement.I say if the people are not misled
hv tbein they will rally ; they do possess the patriotic feeling s
they will rally around the Uuion, and form a party more po-
tent and powerful than the British abolition and American
disunion p®r'y of the United Slates of the North. <

M'. President, I will not occupy the time of the Senate in
reading farther from this address, although I have mark¬
ed oUmt extracts equally strong, pointing fo this very tdentica
subject, and looking to it as the lock upon which the ship or
Stat* may be lost; this sectional queation, and admonishing

and appealing to the American people not to suffer and per¬
mit it, and warning tbem against auch designing, ambiiioua
and unprincipled men aa we aee daily fanning this flame of
uncord. Y ee, air, we aee them in this chamber aa well aa
out of it, seeking and looking to the formation of thia (actional
party, around which they are to rally aa a free Slate party,'
or the purpose of accomplishing a purpoee in violation of the
constitution, and which must, if persiatadio, finally reault in
* m?? Ut|'°n l^e ^n*oa- 1 cannot forbear to read here
no er abort extract from the addreaa of Gen. Jackaon, bear*
ing diiectly on thia aubject:

f°',' ,h,i' UQVr"
for a moment that ifiriSSLlJ*"--.!"
and asserting the jg£lJSTS'
upon sober reflect,on will see that nothingbutra£hKr5£
^f others'11 Kert aMupT^Ml^Ult, rP°" ,he fcc11"?1 riehts

Ŝ r,h '
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men f,,and ba»yin ».« »«* or
uiseot a are not worthy of your confidence, and deserve your
strongest reprobation. '

unserve your
'.In the legislation of Congres., also, and in every measure

?f .
keneral Government, justice to even- Dort'ion of the

United States should be faithfully observed. No free uovern-
ment can stand without virtue in the people, and alolty spirit
ot patriotism ; and it sordid feelings of mere selfishness shall
usurn the place which oa, ht to be filled by public spirit, the
legislation of Congress will soon be converted into a scramble
lor personal and sectional advantages."

Here, I think, thia di»tii<gui*hcd patriot has clearly stated
and pointed out what ia now before us, as the work of am¬

bitious, corrupt and unprincipled men, and, whether dr signed
or not, the only result of which can be, if carried into
operation, the diaaolution and destruction of thia country.
A few more words, Mr. President, and I h^ve done, and

tho.-e will be in reference to the admission of California. I am

opposed to it. I have been unable to see any power in the
constitution to admit California with the territory claimed, or
with any constitution whatever. There is no Government
existing there, and the only Jaw they have is the law of the
sword and of military power. Attempts were made to give
k r .

I*0P,e' Bef.on session, but they failed, and
the fault is to be ascribed to this party desiroas of dissolving
the Union, and not to the South. I have to say, for one, th«t
I advocated and supported the measure known as the Clayton
compromise bil', which transferred to the 8upreme Court of
the I. nlied Htatea the decision of the whole of thia question,
now agitated and perplexed between the two sections of the
Union. The Southern members assented to it with but few
exception*, and those especially who are now charged with a

design of disunion, sustained it; but we were told that
nothing would be received short of the Wilmot proviso.

Here, sir, was a proposition to submit this matter to the
Supreme Court, and to leave them to decide, and if the South
had not the constitutional rights we contend for, why, then,
it would bo no disgrace or dishonor, that should cause resis¬
tance if we were excluded from the Territory. The South,
under such circumstances, would not feel that their honor had
been wounded or their rights been usurped. But, sir, this
measure was voted down, and voted down for the avowed
reason, on the part of Northern men, that'the South would
then have the right to go there with their slaves as property ;
voted down on the ground that they should be denied their
constitutional rights. Well, a proposition for a compromise
on the Missouri line was then offered, and I gave it my sup¬
port. I thought it might compromise the question, and al¬
though it did not give to' the South all to which it was enti¬
tled, yet, as a similar question had been settled by it, I was

willing to make it the basis for the adjustment of the present
question, "i et it was voted down and defeated by Northern
men. So was the amendment offered by the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. Walker) to give laws to California. I
ga\e it, too, my support. In a word, I have voted for every
proposition, I believe, that has been before the Senate to give
a government and laws to the people of these Territories. I
am therefore not obnoxious to the charge of deriving a disso¬
lution of the Union. I have labored incessantly to accom¬
plish a compromise and a settlement.an amicable one.of this
question. All have been voted down, however, and voted
down, too, by those who now seek to pass this exclusion of
our people from the ferritory. And they now propose to pass
this exclusion on the ground that our honor will not be af¬
fected by it, coming now as it does as a 8tate, and not as a
1 erritorial Government with a Wilmot proviso.
Why, so far as th;s so-called cons itution is concerned, I do

not propose to examine it at all. I say that there is no State
formed neither a State nor a people having a legitimate ex¬
istence. Has the 8tate of California a legitimate existence as
such ' VV here do you find it f Sir, it is the work of a dic¬
tator. Gen. Riley issued his proclamation calling a Conven-

UcDr>°. l Peopl® of.lh® Territory.aot of the whole territory
°. t' "1?11 ; ,or> "ir» he does not include in his proclamation
all this territory. He called a Convention for the purpose of
V?rrn'11^ 8 ^ta,e constitution and government for a portion of
California. Gen. Riley was bound to state, before he could
convene a Convention, what are the boundaries designated, in
order to know who it is that ia to go to the polls and select
delegates ; and they must live within the boundaries thus de¬
signated. Gen. Riley must lay off districts for tbe election of

l^e Convention. Gen. Riley must prescribe the
qualifications of the voters. Gen. Riley must appoint the
judges of the election. Gen. Riley must make the law authoriz¬
ing these judges to be sworn, and declaring who must admin¬
ister the oath. Gen. Riley must do every thing that belongs
to Coi.gress to do, and which alone could legitimately be done
by this Congress, and which did not vest either in Gen. Riley
or the President of the United States. 80 far as my argument
is concerned, it matters not whether Gen. Riley was acting
under the order of the President or not; he had no power to
do these thing". The people, when thus called upon to con¬
vene to elect their delegates, bad not the districts laid ofl£ the
boundaries of the State laid oflj or the qaalifications of the
voUts prescribed. They were ordered to do it, and it was not
a move on their part. They did it under tbe proclamation of
a military chieftain, who commanded them to do it. In obe¬
dience to these orders, these military orders, they convened ia
Convention and formed something that is called a constitution,
and sent it here. So far as they acted, it was revolutionary.
California either does or does not belong to the United States .

if to the United States, then it is for the United States to prts
scribe a government for her. It is for Congress to say and to
desire them to hold a Convention and form a State Govern¬
ment. It is for Congress to lay off the boundaries of the State,
to prescribe the districts, the qualifications of the voters, the
duties et the judges of the election, the punishment of those
who shall cast illegal votes.all these are duties devolved upon
the law-making power of the Government. We acknowledge
no power of that sort to reside in the people of the Territories
without the content of Congress.

But there is another objection, and that is, that there is
something in the action of the Executive on this subject of
which I do not approve. In the letter of Mr. Clayton
giving Mr. King bis instructions, we are told that he
was possessed of the President's views. I see that a let¬
ter of Mr. King says that he had no private instructions,
and perhaps it may go further, and say that he had no
instructions from the President at all, if they do not choose
to call them instructions. He was, however, apprized of the
President's views in relation to this Territory, and those
views were secret. They were not put in writing, and per¬
haps that is one of the reasons why they do not assume the
character of instructions 5 for I believe there never has been
an instance in the biatery of this Government where one of
its agents received secret instructions, or, in other word*, oral
instructions. I know that there may be secret instructions for
the time being, but they are subject to be called forth when-
ever the public necessities demand, and they must be seen in
order to know the conduct of the public functionaries. Here
is Mr. King possessed of the President's views, and it ia sug¬
gested to him that be can counsel as to tbe mode of carrying
out and accomplishing those views, be they instructions or

any thing else. I do not profess to be sufficiently familiar
with diplomatic matters to decide what are technically in¬
structions and what are not, but htre the views of (be Presi¬
dent are given orally to the aget t, and not committed to wri¬
ting, in relation to California, which he is desired to carry
into practical operation. What were those views of the Pre¬
sident of which Mr. King was apprized and was desired to
carry jnto practical operation > I would know, if it were pos¬
sible,awhat the President desired and so much wished, and
which were communicated to Mr. King in someway or other.
If they were not communicated aa instructions they must have
been in an oral form, and if they were not in an oral form,
then we must say that the Secretary of State has lied. I be
lieve that there was a secret understanding of this sort.in-
ftruciijns or knowledge, as you choose, for I am uot farui iar
with the technical expression. Here waa bis knowledge of

W,c c
President desired, and he was told by tbe Secretary

of state to have it diatinctly understood that the meve was
made on the part of the people thetrse!ves. Now, »ir, foj
one, as it is the first time in the history of the (*overnm>**it, I
believe, where secrct and hidden instructions or desiresoa
the part of the Executive have been given as official, I would,
for that reason, put down such conduct in future as highly
improper. I am willing to disregard whatever has !**« done
in thia matter, from the mere fact of its having tren secret
and not put down on paper, and being hidden frnir. the world
for all time to come. For tbe reason tbst therein tbe k«rt
suspicion of all not being right in this action, I, f.r one, am
disposed to reject it.

1 will disregard wbsr vrr may have been dm.e. Ti e fact
of its being secret, and not being on pa|>er, and being hidden
from the world for ail time to come, afford* ground for sus¬

picion that all is not right, and for that reason I, for one, am

dispoted to rej-ct.
Now, Mr. President, I could not, therefore, v. te for the

admission ot California. It is a mere trick and c .ntmance
to avoid what ' To avoid ihe Wilmot proviso 4 a mere trick
and contrivanre to save the President fri.ni coninuMng hm-
self upon the Wilmot proviso. 1 do not know that I tUrnn
tbem for avoid ng the question, provided ihey ran do it with¬
out sacrilicing tbe ri|hts cf any saciicn of it * Uoi<«. |)u|
in this evasion I see that the rights < f the at-«iii>u ftoni which
I ci3M are to be sarrific-d in order to aav* l,.. frowi lh#
pre*«i n of ^opint-vn, or from acting en those que^U,;,* which
shall be submitted in tbe formation o! Teiririx! Uovem.
rnenta. I am not, therefore, on that accx*M»\ disced to
fawr it, bat I am willing to meet it.


